
  DRD Conference 2026 - event timings Thursday 23rd April 2026  

Session Time Session Timing Speaker(s) Organisation Presentation topic

09:00 Mark Whitfield Liverpool John Moores University

9:10 - 10:50 20 mins Steve Taylor OHID England Regional updates

20 mins Rick Lines Public Health Wales Regional updates

20 mins Stephanie Hanlon Public Health Agency Northern Ireland Reducing the harm caused by substances - A Northern Ireland update

20 mins Lee Barnsdale Public Health Scotland Regional updates

20 mins Questions

Break time

11:00 - 12:20 20 mins Dr Caroline Copeland Kings College London Undercounting of Nitazene and opiate-related deaths in national data for England.

20 mins Emma Riches Public Health Scotland Interventions to reduce harms from cocaine, a scoping review.

20 mins Dr Emmert Roberts Kings College London Drug-related deaths in the LGBTQ+ community.

20 mins Questions

12:20 - 13:00 Lunch 40 mins

13:00 - 14:20 20 mins Risks of overdose and DARD from benzodiazepines and opioid use.

20 mins Professor Catriona Matheson University of Stirling
Interventions to reduce dependent street benzodiazepine use in adults receiving 

opioid agonist treatment (OAT).

20 mins
Amy Van Zyl, Her Circle, &

Mark Whitfield, LJMU
Her Circle / LJMU Women who have died from drug related deaths following child removal.

20 mins Questions

Break time

14:30 - 15:50 20 mins Richard Lowrie University of Edinburgh
Reducing Overdose and Drug Deaths in People Facing Homelessness and Other 

Disadvantages.

20 mins Kellie Wilson Newcastle City Council Drug-related deaths in Newcastle.

20 mins
Evaluating the scale, scope and processes of Overdose Response Teams and their 

impact on Drug-Related Deaths in Scotland.

20 mins Questions

Break time

16:00 - 17:00 20 mins Alison Bedford Russell Anyone's Child  

20 mins Dr Judith Yates Doctors for Drug Policy Reform (D4DPR)  

10 mins Questions

17:00 Close Closing comments
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Jo Kesten, Jenny Scott, Gabriele Vojt, Hannah Family, University of Bristol, 

and Megan Glancy, Glasgow Caledonian University

Session 3

Session 5

Conference welcome

Session 1

Session 2

Session 4

Allison Ford, Karen Maxwell, University of Stirling, 

and Franceso Manca, Jim Lewsey, Glasgow University
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