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Public Health Institute and surveillance

The Public Health Institute (PHI) formerly known as the Centre for
Public Health (CPH) is a vibrant research and teaching community
working at a local, regional, national and international level. It has
provided intelligence on drug and alcohol users to local partners

for over 25 years, with a particular focus on individuals who do not
present to treatment services. This is of importance given the large
number of individuals in drug related death figures who have not been
In the “treatment system” for several years, and who would accordingly
be invisible in terms of monitoring.
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IMS Figures 2015 -16

Ffﬂﬁgif In 2015-16 activity was recorded in IMS for 26,197 separate individuals a prevalence of 10.7 people per 1,000 for the

organisations population of Cheshire and Merseyside. Of these individuals 70% (18,433) were injecting drug users, a rate of 7.5
people per 1,000 population.

When matched to data from both NDTMS and Drug Interventions Programme (DIP), the combined client group in
2015-16 was 42,335 unique individuals, a prevalence rate of 17.3 per 1,000 population.

Award

The Integrated Monitoring
System (IMS) was recognised
as a shortlisted finalist in the
‘Best example of advancing
local NHS systems for

Glossary

iInnovation’ category at the
2015 North West Coast
Research and Innovation

IMS: Integrated Monitoring System, used to capture “low threshold” interventions delivered
to individuals with issues around substance or alcohol use outside of a treatment setting.
Locations where these interventions might be delivered include NSPs, support and recovery
services.

IPED: Image and Performance Enhancing Drugs, including anabolic steroids, growth
hormones, peptide hormones and other drugs to increase muscularity and modify appearance.

NSP: Needle and Syringe Programme. NSPs are a type of harm reduction initiative that
provide clean needles and syringes to people who inject drugs (sometimes referred to as
PWID). The World Health Organization (WHO) recommends providing 200 sterile needles and
syringes per drug injector per year, in order to effectively tackle HIV transmission via this route.

NDTMS: The National Drug Treatment Monitoring System collects, collates and analyses

Rs PH information from and for those involved in the drug treatment sector. The NDTMS is a
development of the Regional Drug Misuse Databases (RDMDs), which have been in place

since the late 1980s.
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NPS: Novel Psychoactive Substances, newly used designer drugs (“internet drugs”, “research
chemicals”, “legal highs”) potentially posing similar health risks to classic illicit substances.



