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417
318 (2023)

Drug poisoning deaths

288
253 (2023)

Drug misuse deaths 





Wales













Drug misuse deaths 
were over 5x higher in 

the most deprived 
quintile compared with 

the least deprived.



Substances

• Opioids remain the most common substances 
reported in Wales - 200 deaths (69.4%) 

– 110 involved heroin/morphine (55%)

– Next most common opioid was methadone (n=35)
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• Opioids remain the most common substances 
reported in Wales - 200 deaths (69.4%) 

– 110 involved heroin/morphine (55%)

– Next most common opioid was methadone (n=35)

• Benzodiazepines were reported in 29% of drug 
misuse deaths registered in 2024 (n = 83)

• Cocaine was recorded in 27.4% of drug misuse 
deaths (n=79)

• Poly-drug use was reported in 62% per cent 
(n=179) of drug misuse deaths
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Diolch yn Fawr

Savannah King

Dan Harman

Dean Acreman

Michelle Hughes

For further information contact:

Rick Lines – rick.lines@wales.nhs.uk

mailto:rick.lines@wales.nhs.uk
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