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Data on Take Home Naloxone in Wales 
2022-23



Supply rate of THN to new and 
existing individuals

Table 1 - Number of sites, individuals supplied and THN kits provided by year, 2013-14 to 2022-23

Year Sites supplying 
THN

Individuals supplied with 
THN

New individuals supplied with 
THN

Supply events THN kits 
supplied

2013-14 33 1140 807 1336 1336

2014-15 38 1345 855 1758 2754

2015-16 44 1853 1058 2436 3140

2016-17 54 2771 1449 3869 4437

2017-18 58 3020 1426 4049 4279

2018-19 58 2931 1308 3872 4224

2019-20 61 3222 1371 4286 4912

2020-21 61 2471 932 3389 4105

2021-22 66 3241 1587 4595 6052

2022-23 78 3540 1947 4949 6388



THN supply to new individuals by role



THN by health board area of 
residence (EASR per 100,000 population)



Settings in which THN was used



Number of reported uses of THN recorded at 
time of re-supply by outcome and year

2013-14 to 2022-23



Drug-Related Deaths in Wales 
registered in 2022



318
322 (2022)

Drug poisoning deaths in Wales 

205
210 (2022)

Drug misuse deaths 



DRDs by Area – England & Wales



DRDs by Local Authority – Wales



DRDs by Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 
(WIMD)

Drug misuse deaths were five times higher in those living in the most 
deprived quintile compared with the least deprived quintile.



Drug misuse deaths by Gender



Figure: Drug misuse deaths by age group, 
gender and year of registration, 2017 to 2021

Drug misuse deaths by Age



Substances - Opioids
• Opioids remain the most common substances reported in Wales with 

61% (n=125) of drug poisonings deaths reporting at least one opioid. 
• The most commonly reported opioid was heroin/morphine (reported in 

52% all deaths involving opioids) 



Substances – Other Opioids



Substances - Benzodiazepines
• Benzodiazepines were the second most recorded substance group. 30% 

of deaths (n=61) reported at least one benzodiazepine. 
• The most commonly reported was Etizolam (n =20) followed by Diazepam 

(n= 16) and Flubromazolam (n=13). 



Substances - Cocaine
• Deaths involving Cocaine is at a new high (n = 52) increasing from 47 in 

the previous year. 



Drug Misuse Deaths: Polydrug Use
• In 2022, 61% (n=126) of drug misuse deaths had more than one 

substance recorded, a slight decrease compared to the previous year.



Drug Misuse Deaths: Polydrug Use/Alcohol
• In 2022, alcohol was toxicologically evidenced in 21% (n = 44) of drug 

misuse deaths, a slight increase from the 19 per cent recorded in the 
previous year



Update on Nitazenes





www.wedinos.org

http://www.wedinos.org/


Nitazenes
• WEDINOS received our first sample containing a nitazene 

in April 2021
• Between January – October 2023 we received 37 

samples containing 1 or more nitazene
• Submitted in a variety of forms (powder, tablet, e-liquid, 

plant matter)
• Submitted as a variety of different substances: As a 

nitazene, oxycodone, diazepam, alprazolam, heroin, 
flubromazolam, cannabis, THC vape liquids

• Metonitazene, Isontonitazene, Etonitazepyne (N-
Pyrrolidino Etonitazene), Protonitazene, Butonitazene



Nitazenes
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• From the receipt of the first sample to the end of 2022
– 37 samples profiled as containing a nitazene
– 29 of the samples were submitted as oxycodone



Nitazenes
• Oxycodone remained the most common purchase intent listed until July 2023

– At that time diazepam began to appear as a purchase intent
– By November 2023, it was the most commonly stated purchase intent
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Nitazenes
• Heroin – although WEDINOS had profiled nitazene in heroin 

previously from November 2024 we received increased number 
of samples submitted as heroin 
– Cluster of fatal and non-fatal drug poisonings in Adamstown and Roath 

areas of Cardiff amongst heroin users
• Fast testing identified the presence of nitazenes

– Cluster(s) of non-fatal drug poisonings in areas of the Anuerin Bevan 
Health Board area

• Local services proactively promoting WEDINOS and obtaining heroin 
samples for analysis  





Nitazenes (Jan-March 2024)

• 58 samples were profiled as containing  a nitazene post analysis 
(3.2% of all submissions n=1811)

• 33 were submitted as Diazepam (7.4% or all diazepam submissions 
n=448)

• 17 were submitted as Heroin (20.2% or all Heroin submissions 
n=84)

• 6 were submitted as Oxycodone (50% of all Oxycodone submissions 
n=12)

• 1 was submitted as a Synthetic Cannabinoid Receptor Agonist 
(SCRA) (8.3% of all SCRA submissions n=12)

• 1 was submitted as temazepam (16.7% of all SCRA submissions n=6)
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Carry Naloxone

• Clinical management of toxicity with nitazenes 
recommends the use of Naloxone



Diolch yn Fawr

Savannah King
Dean Acreman
Dan Harman

For further information contact:
Rick Lines – rick.lines@wales.nhs.uk

mailto:rick.lines@wales.nhs.uk
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